
The Bochum International 

Humanitarian Law Clinic

Info session 17 September 2018

Prof. Dr. Robert Heinsch

DAAD Visiting Professor at IFHV, Bochum University

Director Kalshoven-Gieskes Forum on IHL, Leiden University



I. The Concept of Clinical Legal 

Education

ÅRoots in the United States: included in most law 

school curricula

ÅMuch less popular in Europe

ÅVery versatile concept

ÅThe core of the concept of a law clinic: 

Ålaw students providing legal assistance to clients and

Åtaking responsibility for their work 



II. The Educational Benefits of Clinical 

Legal Education

ÅQuick development of legal knowledge and 

reasoning

ÅSeeing law in practice and context

ÅDeveloping key professional skills

ÅEthics and professional responsibility

ÅSocietal impact

ÅBuilding a network for future job perspectives



III. The Bochum IHL Clinic, the IHL Clinic 

Cooperation & Exchange Programme



III. Bochum IHL Clinic

ÅApplying legal theory to real-world situations 

throughout research with a unique approach

ÅCurrently 3 partner organisations

Å4 academic partners



III. Philosophy of the Clinic

ÅEnhance respect for IHL based on international cooperation

ÅCreating opportunities for everyone involved

ÅConstant learning process throughout your legal career

ÅBalance between research, teaching & practice

Teaching

ResearchResearch Practice



III. Bochum IHL Clinic: Projects



III. IHL Clinic Cooperation & 

Exchange Programme

ÅCooperation through ICRC óIHL in Actionô project 

Å5 academic partners (including Bochum)

ÅAnnual IHL Clinic Exchange Conference



III. IHL Clinic Cooperation & Exchange 

Programme: Impact


